






  
  

     

 
                

       

            
              

           
              

              
             

            
   
          

                 
           

              
             

              
             

            
          

 
             

           

               
               

                
              

               
          

             
             

                
           

    
               

                
                 
             

               
             

                
            

             
              

              

 
                   
    

 



  
   

               
                

         

                
       

           
             

              
        

             
                     

             
         

            
               

             
             

          
                
     

                 
              

    

               
               

              
               

             
                

               
    

             
           

               
              

              
                

               

                
             
           

                 
               
               
        

             
    







Welcome everyone! 

And a very special welcome for you, Ms Luengo!  

As a vice-governor for the province of North Holland, and on behalf of 

my colleagues, I am very pleased that during the next two days you will 

be discussing and studying the dilemma regarding the A8-A9 link road 

and the Defence Line of Amsterdam with us. 

The province of North Holland, as siteholder of the UNESCO world 

heritage site the Defence Line of Amsterdam, is facing an enormously 

difficult challenge. On the one hand we are trying to resolve a major 

traffic and environmental problem that is affecting the quality of life of 

many people living and working in North Holland. On the other hand we 

don’t want to affect the Outstanding Universal Value of the Defence 

Line. 

Over the past few years we’ve searched for a solution using 

approaches from various disciplines, hoping to find one that would both 

resolve the traffic problem and not cause damage to the OUV of the 

world heritage site. That’s why we invited ICOMOS for an advisory 

mission. 

In the coming two days we’ll speak about this dilemma in detail. 

But first, I’d like to present you some background information about the 

Defence Line of Amsterdam. 

 



My presentation has been divided into 3 parts. 

First of all, I’d like to tell more about the Defence Line of Amsterdam 

and how it’s managed in a general sense; 

In the second part I’ll zoom in on the subsection of the Defence Line 

where the A8-A9 link road has been proposed; 

And finally, I’ll briefly look back on contact that has taken place with 

UNESCO/ICOMOS in the past years regarding this dossier.  

 



You’re now looking at a map showing the contours of the Defence Line 

of Amsterdam. 

I won’t tell much about the history of the Defence Line and why it is a 

world heritage site.  

I presume that you have read a lot about that while you prepared this 

mission.  

  

In the middle of the map is the capital city of Amsterdam, surrounded 

by the Defence Line, just 15 to 20 kilometres outside of the city center. 

The Defence Line has a total length of 135 km and consists of plots of 

land, dikes and sluices. 

The Defence Line’s system works on the principal of inundation: 

flooding of the surrounding land. This tactic would keep the enemy at 

bay. 42 forts were constructed at strategically vulnerable places where, 

for example, roads or railways were located. 

In 1996 the Defence Line of Amsterdam was placed on the UNESCO 

World Heritage List as an exceptional example of an extensive 

integrated defence system of the modern period which is mainly intact. 

The province of North Holland, together with the province of Utrecht, 

was made the site holder of this World Heritage site. 
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Just an illustration to show how inundation of a section of land worked 

in the past to deter the enemy. 

However, the Defence Line of Amsterdam was never actually used, in 

part because of the emergence of the airplane in 1900, making this 

type of defence system out of date. 

  

 



While the province of North Holland is site holder of the Defence Line 

of Amsterdam, she is not the owner of the site. 

The ownership of the plots and attributes within the property is 

fragmented. For instance nature organisations, municipalities, as well 

as private persons are owners of parts of the Defence Line. 

As a site holder, we work closely with the parties mentioned on the 

sheet. We maintain in close contact with this stakeholders in a number 

of ways, including regular meetings on management issues regarding 

the property. Together with all these parties, we carry out our 

management plan and implementation programme for the Defence 

Line of Amsterdam. 

 



The province of North Holland  has worked with multiyear 

implementation programmes since 2005 for the Defence Line of 

Amsterdam, focusing on the objectives mentioned in this sheet. 

 



Over the past few years, the Defence Line of Amsterdam, in part 

thanks to our efforts as site holder and in close cooperation with all the 

stakeholders, has been transformed from a closed defensive ring into 

an accessible green belt that serves as an recreational area for the city 

and her inhabitants. It’s now a place where numerous recreational and 

cultural activities are held. 
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Just a few pictures to give you an impression of the Defence Line: 

Thanks to the effort of the numerous stakeholders and owners, many 

attributes of the Defence Line of Amsterdam have been restored over 

the past years. 
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In our opinion economical reuse is very important for the preservation 

of the forts of the Defence Line. Without reuse, a fort quickly falls into a 

state of disrepair. In The Netherlands we call this principle: 

‘preservation through development’. Reuse also creates liveliness on 

the forts and raises awareness of the history of the Defence Line of 

Amsterdam. 

Many of the forts nowadays house hospitality industry businesses like 

restaurants or serve as wine storage thanks to the suitable climate 

within the forts. Other forts are used for cultural activities. 
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There is even one fort that has been converted into a hotel and 

wellness centre. 
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And I’m very proud that I can say that last Wednesday the second 

visitor center for the Defence Line of Amsterdam has opened in Fort by 

Krommeniedijk. A very special place where in the exhibition the 

importance of the landscape of the Defence Line gets attention 
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The landscape of the Defence Line of Amsterdam is extremely 

important.  

The forts are the more visible parts of the world heritage site, but it 

were the landscape, the dikes and the sluices that made the military 

system work by enabling inundation. 

Thanks to the former defensive purpose of the Defence Line, the 

landscape directly surrounding Amsterdam has remained largely green 

and open.  

As site holder of the Defence Line, we and our partners try to preserve 

these open spaces where ever possible. That is sometimes very 

difficult given the intensive use of the space around the economic heart 

of the country. The discussion about the A8-A9 link road is a good 

example of this. 

 



Just one other image. There is especially a great deal of open space in 

the north and south parts of the Defence Line. 

  

 



For now I  want to memorize the fact that the New Dutch Water Line 

(an older defence line) is being added as an extension to the Defence 

Line of Amsterdam by the procedure of a Significant Boundary 

Modification.  

In 2019 this Significant Boundary Modification will be submitted to 

UNESCO. 

If this Significant Boundary Modification is accepted by UNESCO, then 

a world heritage site of a length of more than 200 km will be created. 

Running from Amsterdam, along the city of Utrecht to the south of the 

Netherlands. A significant part of the economic centre of the 

Netherlands will then be located in or in the vicinity of this extended 

world heritage site. 

A recently conducted landscape analysis has made clear that around 

75% of this future world heritage site is open landscape and serves as 

farmingground or for recreational purposes and as well as a buffer 

against increasing urbanisation. 

There are only 3 places in this large area where the spatial dynamics 

are so intense that it is difficult to prevent any type of development. 

These are the 3 areas with orange circles, as indicated on the map.  

An area at the westside of the capital of Amsterdam and nearby 

Schiphol International Airport. A smaller area east of Amsterdam and 

an area near the city of Utrecht. 
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In these areas with intense economic activity, we will have to accept that 

spatial developments are unavoidable. On the other hand there are parts in 

the north and south part of this large future world heritage site where the open 

landscape is still intact and will stay intact, as shown on the previous sheets. 
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I would now like to take a closer look at the section of the Defence Line 

this Advisory Mission is focusing on. The frame within this sheet 

indicates the proposed location of the A8-A9 link road.  

This section of the Defence Line of Amsterdam is part of the larger 

area from the previous picture, where there is intensive economic 

activity, mainly due to the proximity of the city of Amsterdam and 

Schiphol International Airport. 
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Taking an closer look at this area, makes clear which attributes of the 

Defence Line are located here. These are the forts, such as the fort at 

Veldhuis and the fort at de Ham, and the dikes serving as the 

resistance line of the Defence Line’s defensive system. Unique in this 

part of the Defence Line is the ‘second dike’, functioning as an extra 

protection because of the lack of space for inundation nearby the 

dunes. 

The black lines on this map indicates the former fields of fire 

surrounding these forts. 
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This map shows the 3 route alternatives we will be discussing in the 

coming days. 

The Zero-plus alternative in the north; 

The Heemskerk alternative in the middle; 

The Golf Course alternative (situated over a golf course located in this 

area) in the south. 

A visit to this area will give you a better idea about where these 

alternatives are situated in relation to the Defence Line of Amsterdam.  

The alternatives  will be discussed in more detail in the presentations 

this afternoon on the A8-A9 link road. 
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I will end my presentation with an overview of the contacts that has 

taken place over the past years with UNESCO and ICOMOS regarding 

the proposed A8-A9 link road. You also received this information as 

part of the documentation that was sent to you, so I won’t give a 

summary at this time. 
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I would, however, like to speak briefly about the two recommendations 

made by ICOMOS in November 2015 and April 2017. 

In the recommendation issued in November 2015, we read the 

following: 

• ICOMOS shows respect for the ongoing economic and urban growth 

in this part of the Defence Line and asked  to document if the use of 

a existing road is a sustainable transportation solution. The last 

studies on the Zero-plus alternative, the one that is using the 

existing road, shows that this alternative is not a sustainable solution 

for the longer term. Later on today, you will be given more 

information about this; 

 

• ICOMOS also stated that research was needed for more immediate 

solutions. This was done and we came up with what is referred to as 

the Heemskerk and Golf Course alternatives. More on those later 

today; 

 

• The maintenance of the integrity and authenticity of tangible 

attributes must be a central issue. We are very aware of that. In the 

design of the road alternatives we give attention to this tangible 

attributes; 
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• ICOMOS recommended to pay attention to the existing visual features. We 

did this with the HIA of the visualisation of the three alternatives in January 

2017; 

 

• And ICOMOS  advised to examine the possibility of defining a buffer zone. 

This study will be part of  the Significant Boundary Modification I mentioned 

earlier. 
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In its April 2017 recommendation ICOMOS concluded: 

• The zero-plus alternative appears the least impacting, this option is 

to be preffered. As told before this option is no sustainable solution 

for the environmental and traffic problem; 

 

• The Golf Course and the Heemskerk options need infrastructural 

works that suggest to have substantial negative impacts. Both 

alternatives also would cause a major fragmentation of the 

landscape. About this issue we want to discuss with you in depth the 

coming days; 

 

• And ICOMOS advises that a landscape analysis may be helpful. A 

landscape analysis is carried out for the entire Defence Line of 

Amsterdam as well for the New Dutch Waterline and will be a part of 

the Significant Boundary Modification dossier. 
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I hope for now I have provided you with more insight information about 

the Defence Line of Amsterdam, its management and the dilemma 

we’re facing as site holder: 

The need for a sustainable solution for the environmental and traffic 

problem in the area A8 and A9 and the responsibility of preserving the 

world heritage site. 

  

This is the end of my presentation.  

On the sheet you will see the route we are taking to the area where the 

A8-A9 link road is proposed. In the bus you will get more details about 

this route. 

For now let us proceed to the bus. 

Unfortunately I won’t be able to join you due to another appointment, 

but my colleague Elisabeth Post will be accompanying you. 

I will join you again at around 15.00. 

Thank you for your attention. 
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